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Downloading R: A Step-by-Step Guide for Mac Users

1. Go to https://www.r-project.org/
2. Select “Download R” under the Getting Started header (see Figure 1).

Q The R Project for Statistical
Computing

Getting Started

. R = a free software environment for statistical com o) v QoS It compdes and runs on & wide
AN .

varioty of UNIX platforme, Windows and MacOS, W 50 choose your preferred CTAN
out R

I you have questions about R Iike how 1o download and install the software, or what the icense terms
are. ploase read our answers 10 frequontly asked quostions before you send an emad

News
* R version 4.5.1 (Great Square Root) has been released on 2025-06-13.
* R version 4.5.0 (How About a Twenty-Six) has beon released on 2025-04-11
* R version 4.4.3 (Trophy Case) (wrap-up of 4.4.x) was released on 2025-02-28.
* The useR! 2025 conference will take place at Duke University, in Durham, NC, USA, August 8-10.

« We are deeply sorry to announce that our friend and colleague Friedrich (Fritz) Leisch has died. Read
our tribute o Fritz here

* You can support the R Foundation with a renewablo subscription as & supporting member.

News via Mastodon

\RIIM
R version 4.5.1 *Great Square Root" (s0urce version) has been released. (You can find it in

Holp With R cran r-progect. org/src/base/R-4/, or wait for CRAN 1o be updated )

Jatting Help

Jocumentation (R "N oundation
New #FiStats blog entry by Tomas Kalibera: Sensitivity o C math irary and mingw-w64
viz2
Dlog r-project o 2025/04/24

Figure 1: R Homepage (R Core Team, 2019)

3. Choose the mirror closest to your physical location on the Cran Mirrors Page (e.g., if
you’re in North Carolina, use the Duke University option)

4. Select the “Download R for macOS” option in the “Download and Install R” section (see
Figure 2).
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https://www.r-project.org/

ine Lomprenensive R Archive Network

Download and Install R
Precompiled binary distributions of the base system and contributed packages, Windows and Mac users most likely want one of these versions
of R

R is part of many Linux distributions, you should check with your Linux package management system in addition to the link above

Source Code for all Platforms

Windows and Mac users most likely want 1o download the precompiled binaries listed in the upper box,, not the source code. The sources have to
be compiled before you can use them. If you do not know what this means, you probably do not want to do it!

* The latest relase (2025-06-13, Great Square Root) B-4.5.1tar.g2. read what's ncw in the latest version.

* The CRAN directory sto/base-prercicase contains R alpha, beta, and re releases as daily snapshots in time periods before a planned release.

* Between releases. the same directory sro/base-prerclcase contains snapshots of current patched and development versions.
n«mmwmm«;mmmmurmmuwuwu

* Alernatively, daily snapshots are available here.

« Source code of older versions of R is available here.

* Contributed extension packages.

Questions About R

« 1f you have questions about R like how 1o download and install the software, or what the license terms are, please read our gaswer 10
{rssucoly asked questions before you send an email

Supporting CRAN

* CRAN operations, most hosting, checking, distributing, and archiving of R add-on packages for various platforms, crucially
rely on technical, emotional, and financial support by the R community.

Please consider making inancial contzibutions to the R Foundation for Statistical Computing

Figure 2: R CRAN Page (R Core Team, 2019)

5. Choose the link for the latest release corresponding to your Mac’s chip* (see Figure 3).

noUr macus

This directory of R macOS. R and package binaries for R versions obder than 4.0.0 are only available from the
mu-na-sm_um-ucn»mmmm.m an-archive. r-project. org) accordingly

Note: Although we take precautaons when assembling binaries. picase use the normal precautions with downloaded executables
R 4.5.1 "Great Square Root" released on 2025/06/13
imtegnity of the downkonded package by checking the ignature

ase check the
Mul —check-3ignature A-4.5. 1-armtd. phg
Tiz e Apple tooks are mot avaiable you can check the SHAT checksum of the downloaded image

Latest release:
R 45,1 binary for macOS 11 (Big Sur) and higher,
Contains R 4.1 framework, R.app GUI 182, TeUTk 8,6.12 X1 libraris and Texindo 6.5. The lair two

", they are caly necded if you want 1o
use the teltk R package or build package documentation from sources.
macOS Ventura users: there is & known bug in wthout 3
peompt. I the installation fails, move the downloaded fike away from the Downloads folder (¢.£.. 0 your home or
Deskiop).
Note: the use of X11 (inclading tclth) requires XOuariz (version 255 or later). Always re-mstall XQuartz when
upgrading your macOS 0 major version.

mm.—-xmuummum 64) and GNU Fortran 14.2. 1 you wish 1 compile R packages
Furtran compuler from

oyl oy A-yau-n-llm-lmhnn;-ﬂbh-l-ﬂﬂ/ o (Apple
wlicon) or /ept/R/x#6_64 (Intel).

NEWS (for Mac GUI) News features and changes in the R app Mac GUI
Mac-GUIL &2 sac g Seoros for e Rayp OUI 1£2 o macOS. Tl s s caly avodod  you wast oo e devebogoen o he OUY
A e et ) (see also Mac-GUI repository). it is not intended for regular users. Read the INSTALL e for further instructions.

Figure 3: R for MacOS page (R Core Team, 2019)

5.1. *If you’re unsure which chip you have, right-click the Apple icon located on the top
left of your computer’s toolbar
5.2.Right-click “About this Mac” on the drop-down menu.
e [fbeside chip, you have M[anything], use the link under “For Apple Silicon
(M1,2,..) Macs”.
e Ifyou have an Intel chip, instead, use the link under “For Older Intel Macs”.
6. Open the download from your “Downloads” folder.
7. Follow the prompts from the installer to complete installation.
8. Once installed, you can access R from the applications menu.
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